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New Information Line from the 

 

Department of Health & Human Services

 

      The Information Line is a newly established unit within the           

 

Department that enables callers to access basic information and referral to     
programs and services, including child care assistance, financial assistance,    
immunizations, health care services, disability and senior services, and other 
HHS programs by calling a single telephone number.  

 

     The goal of the Information Line is to ensure that customers obtain the     
information they need by contacting HHS and speaking directly with a staff 
member who can assist.   

 

     The phone number is 240-777-1245 voice and 240-777-1295 TTY.  Hours 
of operation for the Information Line are 8:30 am to 5:00 pm, Monday 
through Friday.  It is staffed by highly qualified Information and Referral  
Specialists with multi-lingual capability.  Calls received after hours will be   
referred to the Crisis Center.               - Montgomery County Government press release 1/05

 

Telephone Reassurance Program

 

      The Montgomery County Volunteer Center is starting a Telephone         
Reassurance (TR) program for Montgomery County residents age 60 and 
older who are the primary caregivers for another senior, a grandchild or a   
person with developmental disabilities.

 

      Trained volunteers will be matched with a caregiver whom they will call at 
least once a week for approximately one year. Through the TR calls,           
volunteers will offer support, companionship, and basic information for the 
difficult job of caregiving. 

 

     For more information about the program, call the Volunteer Center at    
240-777-2600. 

ABC 7 Family Caregiver Expo

 

     The ABC Family Caregiver Expo, presented by your community 
pharmacies, is designed to educate caregivers on how to best care for loved ones 
both inside and outside of the home. The Expo will also feature a wide range of 
resources available to families from local facilities and services. 

   

     The expo will be held May 13-14 at the Washington, D.C. Convention 
Center.  Admission is free.  For more information, visit www.wjla.com.                                                                          

http://www.wjla.com
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Calendar of Events

  

2 Germantown Community Flea Market                            
$15, no reservations, no rain dates, open to all vendors, bring own table.  MARC Train Parking Lot 
(Rte. 118 & Bowman Mill Dr.), Germantown, 8 a.m. - 1 p.m., H, 301-972-2707.  

2 & 3   Chesapeake Glass & Pottery Show                              
Antique and collectible glass, china and pottery featuring depression, art, carnival, pressed and elegant 
as well as vintage and pottery all for sale.  Montgomery County Fairgrounds, Gaithersburg, Saturday

 

10-5 and Sunday 10-4, $, H, 202-342-9021, chinaclset@aol.com.

  

8, 9, 10 Sugarloaf Crafts Festival                                              
This exciting show features the collective creativity of more than 450 craft designers and fine artists 
from across the nation.  Montgomery County Fairgrounds, Gaithersburg, 10 a.m.  6 p.m. daily, $, H, 
800-210-9900, www.sugarloafcrafts.com.

  

9 Month of the Young Child Celebration                                 
Dozens of organizations will be on hand to provide information and assistance to families with young 
children.  There will also be arts and crafts and entertainment for kids.  Lakeforest Mall, Gaithersburg, 
11 a.m.  4 p.m., H, 301-840-5840, www.shoplakeforest.com.

 

16 25th

 

Anniversary Gala Celebration of the

 

Montgomery County Women s Fair                            
The Fair is a leading forum on women s issues featuring workshops, keynote speaker, exhibits and   
networking.  Bethesda North Conference Center, North Bethesda, 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m., $, H,               
301-649-5551, www.mcwomensfair.org.

 

24 Pike s Peek 10K and Family Fun Run                                                                                                
Run in a 10K (6.2 mile) foot race down Rockville Pike (MD Route 355) or cheer on others!  Also       
includes a non-competitive family 1 K fun-run and a 50-meter toddler trot.  Post-race festivities held at 
White Flint Mall include lots of food, live entertainment, award ceremony and vendor expo.  White 
Flint, North Bethesda, 8  11 a.m., $, H, 301-340-8107, www.mcrrc.org.

  

$ fee/admission    H handicap accessible         H* limited handicap access         TBA to be announced  
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http://www.mcrrc
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5, 12, 19, 26     Bethesda Summer Concert Series         
The FREE Bethesda Summer Concerts, featuring a diverse range of music, take place from May through July.  
Concerts are held Thursday evenings in Veterans Park.  Veterans Park, Bethesda, 6-8 p.m., H, 301-215-6660, 
www.bethesda.org.

  
7- 9/18    Wings of Fancy Live Butterfly Show 

 
Live indoor butterfly show.  Beautiful North American native butterfly species; learn about 
host and nectar plants.  Brookside Gardens Conservatories, Wheaton, 10 a.m.  4 p.m. 
daily, $, H, 301-962-1453, www.brooksidegardens.org.

  

14 & 15    Heritage India Festival

 

Heritage India Festival offers food, frivolity, arts, handicrafts, colorful apparel and stunning jewelry and live    
entertainment.  Montgomery County Fairgrounds, Gaithersburg, Saturday 12  9 p.m. and Sunday 12  7 p.m., 
$, H, 301-731-0300, www.rushiinc.com.

  

15   Taste of Wheaton

 

Sample specialties from more than 30 diverse restaurants.  Includes live music and children s entertainment.  
Downtown Wheaton, 11 a.m. - 5 p.m., H, www.montgomerycountymd.gov/wheaton.

  

28 & 29  Hometown Holidays 

 

Celebrate Memorial Day weekend in Rockville with an arts festival, Taste of Rockville, kid activities, Ride for 
Rockville, free concerts by national recording artists, fireworks and more.   Rockville Town Center, Rockville, 
Saturday 11 a.m.  10 p.m. and Sunday 11 a.m.  5 p.m., H, 240-314-8600, www.rockvillemd.gov.

  

30   61st Annual Rockville Memorial Day Parade

 

The event begins at 9:30 a.m. with a traditional wreath-laying ceremony.  The parade begins at 10:30 a.m. which 
includes an exciting variety of drill teams, marching bands, majorettes, and community floats.  N. Washington 
Street, Rockville, 9:30 a.m.  12 noon, H, 240-314-8620, www.rockvillemd.gov.

    

4   Strawberry Festival

 

Crafts, bake sale, music, food, petting zoo, demonstrations, kids games, our famous strawberry shortcake, and 
more.  Sandy Spring Museum, Sandy Spring, 10 a.m.  5 p.m., $, H, 301-774-0022, www.sandyspringmuseum.
org.

  

4   Imagination Bethesda

 

The 11th annual children s street festival celebrating the arts.  The festivities will feature storytelling, face-painters, 
street performers, dance troops, theatre performances and hands-on activities for the 12-and-under crowd.  Local 

 

kid-friendly businesses and nonprofit organizations will also participate in the free festival.   Bethesda Row, 
Woodmont Avenue and Elm Street, Bethesda, 11 a.m.  4 p.m., H, 301-215-6660, www.bethesda.org.

  

9- 8/11  Silver Spring Swings Summer Concert Series

  

Fabulous outdoor concerts held at the Silver Plaza.  Every variety of music during the series.  Raffle at            
intermission.  Silver Plaza on Ellsworth Drive between Georgia and Fenton, Downtown Silver Spring,                
7 p.m.  9 p.m., H, 301-565-7300, www.silversprUng.com.

  

25- 8/7   James and the Giant Peach 

 

Professional theatre production for families of an adaptation of the popular book, presented at the 

 

spectacular Imagination Stage.  Imagination Stage, Bethesda, matinees Tuesday- Sunday, $, H,

 

301-280-1660, www.imaginationstage.org.

 

June 2005

 
May 2005

 

http://www.bethesda.org
http://www.brooksidegardens.org
http://www.rushiinc.com
http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/wheaton
http://www.rockvillemd.gov
http://www.rockvillemd.gov
http://www.sandyspringmuseum
http://www.bethesda.org
http://www.silversprUng.com
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Sports Festival Sponsored by KEEN

 
     Kids Enjoy Exercise Now (KEEN) is hosting their annual Sports Festival on Sunday, 
June 5th, 2005. Sports Festival is a special event for kids, teens, and young adults with    
disabilities, their families and volunteers. The event will be held at Hadley s Park on Falls Road in   
Potomac from 11:15 AM to 5:00 PM. Hadley s Park is a fully accessible playground with safety      
surfacing, adapted swings, and themed equipment for all children to enjoy.

 
     Everyone is invited to have fun exercising with athletes, family members, and friends. Volunteers 
will be paired with children and teens with disabilities for a variety of sports activities including soccer, 
volleyball, and an obstacle course. Volunteers may arrive as early as 10:30 to help with decorations. 
Free lunch will be served. As the date gets closer, more details will be posted on their website at     
www.keengreaterdc.org. 

            On Tuesday February 8, 2005 Detective Scott Wyne from the Montgomery County Police     
Department presented information for the Educational Seminar series on Identity Theft.  

  

Listed below are a few of his tips:

  

     Do not give out personal information , including name and social security number over the 

 

     phone to a company or business that calls you.  

  

     Protect what information you provide to others.  Only give information that is necessary. 

  

     Limit the amount of outgoing mail containing your personal information.  

  

     Remember to shred documents, especially solicitations from companies to open up credit cards, 

 

     loans, or lines of credit, before disposing of them in the trash.  

   

           The majority of stolen identity cases come from the workplace.  Detective Wyne also advises 
people to request their credit report.  The State of Maryland allows individuals to obtain their credit   
report for free.  There are three credit reporting companies.  Therefore an individual could request one 
report from each company every 12 months.  Det. Wyne suggests requesting the reports a few months 
apart (for example: February, June, October).  That way individuals can keep close track of their credit.  

 

              
           For more information call 1-877-ID-Theft or log onto www.consumer.gov/idtheft for a copy of 
ID Theft: When Bad Things Happen To Your Credit.   For more information on the Educational Seminar 
series, flip to page 8 of this newsletter for upcoming seminars on April 12th and May 10th.  

 

World of Possibilities Expo 

 

       World Of Possibilities Expo will be held at 2 locations in the upcoming months. This event is an 
opportunity to learn about various services and products for individuals with disabilities. Vendors and 
representatives will be on-site to answer questions. There will also be product demonstrations, local 
support group information, and a Benefits Help Desk. Personal care attendants will be on-site.  For 
more information and a complete listing of workshops, visit www.caringcommunities.org. 

  

     *          May 20th-21st

   

          Maryland State Fairground, Timonium, MD  

                      *          November 4th-5th 

 

     Dulles Expo & Conference Center, Chantilly, VA

  

Tips for Protecting Your Identity

 

http://www.keengreaterdc.org
http://www.consumer.gov/idtheft
http://www.caringcommunities.org
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     For families who live with autism every day, having access to the latest information, research and resources is 
often a struggle, if not impossible.  Realizing this critical need, the Dan Marino Foundation has launched a new 
outreach effort called Childnett.tv.  It is a free web TV channel dedicated to autism and other neuro-
developmental disorders, available to parents and professionals any time of day or night.

      

It s like an entire cable TV station dedicated to autism, said Doug Bartel, executive director of  Childnett.tv.  
Our interactive lineup includes personal stories, therapies and treatments, conferences and lectures, plus the   

latest research information.  The Foundation believes Childnett.tv is the ultimate form of outreach because the

 

people who so critically need this information can get it on their computer 24 hours a day, seven days a week, in 
their home or office 

 

for free.

 

     So far, the Foundation has produced several programs on its own.  In addition, Childnett.tv has filmed some 
of the leading researchers in the field at various conferences around the country.

 

     NAAR and the Dan Marino Foundation recently co-produced a program on Childnett.tv featuring Dr. 
Lonnie Zwaigenbaum, of McMaster University in Hamilton, Ontario.  The program focuses on early detection 
of autism and Dr. Zwaigenbaum s infant sibling research, which is supported by NAAR and the Dan Marino 
Foundation.  In addition, Dr. Andy Shih, NAAR's chief science officer, presented the first live webcast on   
Childnett.tv in September, which focused on the state of the science of autism research and NAAR s research 
portfolio.

      

We look forward to our continued collaboration with Childnett.tv and helping families and professionals 
around the world better understand autism spectrum disorders and the importance of research, said NAAR   
Co-Founder Karen London.

 

     One new project will focus on brain development.  Childnett.tv crews captured interviews and footage for an 
upcoming special at a recent scientific workshop sponsored by NAAR that focuses on the developmental       
neurobiology of autism.

      

NAAR has been a terrific supporter from the very start and we look forward to working with them on many 
more projects, said Doug.

 

     Currently, Childnett.tv features more than a dozen personal stories, lectures from leading professionals, and 
other videos for families and teachers.

 

     In addition to Dr. Zwaigenbaum, Childnett.tv currently features other NAAR-funded researchers such as Dr. 
Isabelle Rapin, of Albert Einstein College of Medicine and Dr. Wendy Stone, of Vanderbilt University, who 
each serve as mentors to NAAR fellows.  Also, former Scientific Advisory Board member Dr. Roberto Tuchman 
hosts a program, as do NAAR Honorary Board members Dr. Temple Grandin and, of course, Dan Marino.  In 
addition, NAAR Trustee Dr. Michael Alessandri serves as clinical advisor to Childnett.tv.

 

     The Foundation is looking at a variety of strategic partnerships to dramatically increase the number of           
programs and enhance content.  There are plans to create an entire section on research, as well as produce a    
series of How To videos for families on topics such a homework, potty training and navigating the                
Individualized Education Program (IEP) process.

 

     For more information on Childnett.tv, log onto www.childnett.tv or send an email to                                     
Childnett.tv@danmarionfoundation.org.

  

                                                   -article from NAARRATIVE, The Journal of the National Alliance for Autism Research, Winter 2005

 

The Dan Marino Foundation Launches

 

 www.Childnett.tv

 
Governor s Proposed DDA Budget for FY 2006  

 
            On January 19, 2005 the Governor s FY 2006 proposed budget for the Developmental Disabilities       
Administration (DDA) was released.  The proposal fully funds direct support staff wages, but lists cuts in support        
services, emergency services, and transitioning youth services.  

  
            Here is what the Governor proposed across the State: Wage Initiative: $16.2 M; Transitioning Youth: $4.2M 
for 255 students; Emergency/ Crisis Placements: $2M for 23 emergencies; Individuals and Family Supports $2M cut;      
Medical Day Care: Continuing Care reviews may affect some individuals; DDA Headquarters: cut one State Employee; and 
Special Olympics: $60,000 increase over FY2005 s funding.  

  
            For more information about the budget, log onto www.thearcmd.org.

 

http://www.childnett.tv
http://www.Childnett.tv
http://www.thearcmd.org
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      With summer season right around the corner, it is time to start planning for summer camp for your 
youngster.  Below are suggestions and questions to ask when considering what camp or 

 

community program will best suit your child.  

  

What leisure activities does my child enjoy?

 

What skills or activities can my child develop now that can continue to adulthood?

 

What activities do

 

my child s friends and siblings participate in?

 

What level of support does my child need?

 

What information and training do summer staff need to make the experience positive?

 

Is this an activity that requires extra support from an individual aide?

 

Is this a program that is designed and structured for my child s specific disability?

 

What ages are served in the program?

  

     When trying out new programs, remember to call the supervisor, coach, or manager of the 

 

program and discuss your child s disability with them.  It is important to note any possible 

 

accommodations or needs that your child may have.

  

      Not sure where to find summer program information?  Some places to look for summer 

 

programs include summer camps, schools, community recreation programs, disability organizations, 
YMCA/YWCA, religious groups, museums, zoos, and therapeutic horseback riding programs.

  

                                                                                            -information gathered from Pacesetter magazine, Winter 2004

 

      In addition to the suggestions and questions listed above, there are several things to remember when 
choosing a camp or summer program:

  

Most camps operate for two week sessions and some charge by the week. Camps usually charge a 
camp tuition/fee and often additional charges for before and after camp care. They may also have 

 

additional fees attached for trips and snacks.

 

Most camps do not offer transportation. 

 

Many of the camps require a medical release and/or an immunization record for participation.  

 

One to one staffing for a camper should be discussed with camp director prior to registration. 

 

Many of the camps offer outdoor activities and swimming; be sure to ask about the accessibility of 
all camp activities.

  

**Remember camp is a time for fun and enjoyment.**

 

Camp Reminders
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Summer Camps List 

 
KEY for Camp Type:   I  = Inclusion camp(s)     

 
                                       R =  Residential/overnight camp

 
                                       S =  Self contained special needs camp                                    

 

Montgomery County Department of 

 

Recreation Therapeutic Recreation 

 

            Phone (301) 468-4540 
            Ages Served 3 to 21 years  

 

            Camp Type  I & S 
Offers 5 special needs camps and 2 co-sponsored camps 
with MCPS & UCP.  Additionally, inclusion opportu-
nities are available into the numerous general day 
camps.

   

Camp Greentop

 

Phone (410) 323-0500 
            Ages Served 6 to 21 years

 

            Camp Type  S/R  

Camp JCC

 

Phone (301) 230-3741 
Ages served 2 to 21 years

 

Camp Type  I & S  

Camp Littlefoot

 

Phone (301) 738-9691 
Ages served 3 to 14 years

 

Camp Type  S  

Camp Little Movers

 

            Phone (301) 469-0223 ex. 176

 

            Ages served 4 to 6

 

            Camp Type  I&S  

Easter Seals Camp Fairlee Manor

 

Phone (410) 778-0566 
Ages served 6- adulthood

 

Camp Type  S/R  

Kamp A-Komp-Plish

 

Phone (301) 870- 3226 
Ages served 8 to 16 years

 

Camp Type  S/R/I 
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Melwood Access Adventures

 

Phone (301) 870-3226 
Ages served 14 through Adulthood

 

Camp Type  S/R   

Over the Rainbow Camp, Kids Therapy Works

 

Phone (301) 384-5081 
            Ages served 4 to 12 years

 

Camp Type  S  

Reginald S. Lourie Center for Infants and Young 
Children

 

Phone (301) 984-4444 
Ages served 3 to 5 years

 

Camp Type  S       

The following are programs and child care 

 

centers that offer summer camp opportunities:

  

Community Support Services

 

Phone  (301) 926-2300 
Ages served 6 to 21 years

 

Camp Type S  

Kennedy Institute Community Companions

 

Phone (301) 251-2860 
Ages served 6 to 21 years

 

Camp Type S  

The ARC After All Program

 

            Phone (301) 681-4623 
            Ages served 9 to 21 years

 

            Camp Type S&I 

      Below is a listing of summer camps that serve children with developmental disabilities.  Please   
contact the camp regarding specific dates, times and fees.  

 



 
Montgomery County

 
Department of Health and Human 

Services

 
Aging and Disability Services

 
Community Support Network

 
401 Hungerford Drive

 
Second Floor

 
Rockville, MD  20850

 

Free Educational Seminars 

 

For Parents And Caregivers Of 

 

Individuals With Developmental Disabilities

 

      Montgomery County Department of Health & Human Services (MCDHHS), in collaboration 
with the Jewish Social Service Agency (JSSA), is pleased to sponsor seminars for parents and      
caregivers of individuals with developmental disabilities.  All seminars are free for participants,   
however registration is required.  The following seminars are coming up:

    

           Tuesday

 

         April 12, 2005      

 

     Future & Estate Planning and Guardianship     

  

                                                         6:45 p.m. 9:00 p.m.

    

          Tuesday    

 

     May 10, 2005 

 

           Thinking About the Unthinkable:  End of Life Concerns

 

                                                          6:45 p.m. 9:00 p.m.

  

      For more information or to register, please call 240-777-1216 or TTY 240-777-1217.  Space is 

 

limited.  If you require assistance in order to participate, please call 240-777-1216 one week prior to 
the seminar date.

 


